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economy possible; considering even that this work will be fin-
ished before the arrival of the lighters; I approve it with the
reservation of what our General will say.

Since the effects, which Your Grace took from Monsieur
Sarpi and which were not used, have their kind among those
which are sent on this oceasion for the present of this year,
they shall be returned to the said Sarpi, or put into his posses-
sion, keeping in foree the contract made, with the end of econo-
mizing as much as possible the expenses caused the royal treas-
ury, which are already great, and will immediately appear ex-
orbitant from the simple inspection of Sarpi’s note. 1 do not
pretend by this to tax as heedless Your Grace’s conduct in these
cirecumstances, for I know in your evident zeal and disinterest-
edness the fatal results that could be produced by the anger and
displeasure of the savage tribes who are so powerful in that
part of the world. But at the same time the orders of the court
directed to this government to avoid all expense that is not in-
dispensable in order to economize the expenses of the royal
treasury as much as possible, without failing in what is neces-
sary in this matter, are very necessary, evident, and positive.
You shall regulate your conduct by these principles, and in this
way we shall both avoid the responsibility which we should have
by neglecting this prudent econduect.

Whenever the American commandants of the western bank
of this river agree to observe the same uniform conduct with us,
Your Grace shall surrender the deserters whom they demand,
under their word of honor not to punish them. But if they
do not keep the same rule with us, you shall not surrender any
of all those that present themselves. T believe that Your Grace
should first have some order in regard to this particular from
our Governor or from me, issued in consequence of an official
communication given for that purpose by Don Rivero Pollok,
agent of the United States.*

36 Oliver Pollock’s services to the American cause have scarcely re-
ceived due appreciation. A Scotch-Irishman, he came to America be-
fore 1760, and in 1762-63 was in Cuba, where he learned Spanish and
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